to complaine of any negje& by the Trinicy Houſe, in regard ot the power they have over all 


The Anſwers to the ſeverall Objections, made againſt the 


| Lights for the Goodwin Sands,.by Informations from the VVelterne 
Ports, made. to ſome of the Members of the Honorable Aſſembly of the - 
HOVSE of COMMONS, 


T. Obje&ion. That Srrangers dee forbeare to Trade inthe Weftern Ports, inregard of the greatneſſe of the charge, ſug geſtedpubliquely 0 be above 4000. 
: pownd ayeare, upon Subjef and Strangers 


T isevident that for theſe Reaſons following, the Dutchmendid forbeare the Weſterne Ports,and not forthe charge of the Lights. ; | 
DD 5 1. A reſtraint of buying vi&uall in the Weſterne Ports, which was done, by Order trom the Boord, for the better accommodation of the 
J7-h ; Kings Fleetes in the late expeditions for Cales,the Iſle of Rhee, and the Rochell. 
Fr 2. The Lettersof Mart,granted to Captaine Bradſbaw,to ſeize upon all Dutch Shipping he could finde,in any of the Wefterne Ports, 

SF 3. An Impolition of 1.penny per Tun,granted in favour of the Towne of Plimonth,upon all Dutch Shipping for the reparation of their Harbour, 
| at Catm ator ; 
| 4. The late praftiſethey have found,to go in great Flettes,accompanyed with 5.o0r 6-menot \1 arre,doth make tuem forveare tu C0... .u ily 
of the Welterne Ports,and not the charge ot the Lighrs which ( beingbroughtto an equality with the Kings Subjedts ; ) they will never put in 
Ballance, with the ſafety of their Lives,Goods,and Shipping, 

5. If the greatneſſe of thecharge, had cauſed the Dwtchmen to forbeare the Weſterne Ports, the abatement of the one halfe ofthe duty allowed, 
two yeares agoe, had drawnethem backe againe to theſe Roads, whereby it is manifeſt, that ſuch ſtrangers, as have no Trade with England, will never comein any of theſe 


- Harbours of Falmouth, and Plimonth, unlelſe they be driven in by the Dunkerkers, by tempeſtuous weather,and by contrary windes, which will not ſuffer them to goe our 


againe to Sea, at their pleaſure. PEE” | 

The Strangers who have an ordinary Trade with the Kings Subjefts , have never paid but two” pence per Tun for both voyages,outwards,and homewards bound,for the 
maintenance of the three Lighthouſes for the Goodwin Sands, which hath bezne contanyly payed,by all the Merchants of London, by thole of the Trinity houſe, andby 
all other Seamen in the Kingdome, for one Light at Dungeonneſſe, for the ſpace of 27. yeares, | : 

The double duty formerly taken from ſtrangers, that have no Trade with the King Subjefts, who (for once paying,) paſſe ſixe times through the Channell, without 
any payment atall, was taken away two yeares agoe,by a motion made by the Lord Admicall at the Boord,and (by conſequent, )the ground of any complaint from the In- 
habſants of Falmouth and Plimonth whoſe Informations (though they were true) are not (under fayour Y tobe ballanced, with the generall benefit which the Kings Navy, 
the whole Navigation of both Kingdomcs,and Confederates,doe finde, by the uſcfullneſ% ofthe Lights, which might have ſaved the Cocke, and the Mome, andthree eat 
Shippes of Dover,and Alborough, calt away upon the Godwin Sands, for want of Lights,upon the Forelands, valued at 400900. pound, be!:des the lofſe of Mens lives, which 
isunvaluable, And many other Lamentable Wreckes happened to the Kings SubjeQt, and Strangers, before theſe Lights were ereCted, 

I Obje&ion. That it 5s a Monopoly. 

Anſwer. Ifthe ſole power of ercting Lighthoutes,had beene in che Per!un of Sir Fohn Meldrum,reſtrainingall others to performe the lice Service, the plea had beene 
good. Bur inregard, that Sir Edward Howard, Sir William Erskin, Graves, Violt,Thomas Baſbell,and others have erefted Light houſes; and that ſuch Monopolies as bring be- 
nefit to the Common Wealth, have beene allowed: Sir Fohn Afc{d-um dyth fbmir himfelte to the adviſed Conſiderations of this Honorable Aſſembly. 

III. Objetion. That the Charge is exceſive,and diſproportionable to the merit of the Service. 

Anſwer. The 1icheſt Merchant, and the greatelt Ship in Lozd.,hath not paid above five pound in the whole yeare,for one Ship and Goods,and the Totall of the charge 
upon SubjeRand Stranger, hath not excceded $65. pound a yeare, our ofwhich(the Annuall ordinary charge, for the maintenance of the Service beiug deduQted, which 
will extend t0580.pound a yeare,) there isa remainder of 356.pound !yable to theſe Inconveniencies following, 

Fuft, Totheabatement of the one halfe of what Strangers have forn:crly paid, 

Secondly, To the increaſe ofa third part of the charge in Coales, by keepingtheLights burning openly inthe Ayre,which before were kept in cloſe Lanthornes of glaſſe. 

Thrnen charge of all caſuall accidenes by fire, and other reparations,which in one yeare dead to 250, pound, by the burning downe of one of the Light hows 
fes, the like miſchance having lately fallen out, at the North Foreland. | 

Fourthly, To the diminution of the bensfit by the Tradeat Dozer, which (having of late time yeelded : 140.pound a yeare, will not now yeeld ten pound a yeare) if 

are Fs --2:"*hetweeng Fraxceand Spazre | 

As «<incerning che merit of the Service, the frequent loſſes,both ot his Maj-fties Subj<ts and Strangers in few yeares, betore th Lights werewucaed, and the Gaferty ot all 

! ves,and goods of Subj. Qs,and Strangers,ſince theereftion thereof; doth (under favour)ſhew the invalidity of this Ghje&ion, 
IV. Obje&tion. That the Service m yy be performed by the Trinity Hauſe, or ſome other Seamen,at _ raters 

Anſwer. Theproofes in the Parliament, 19, Fac. of 22. good Shipsca't away,at Sramport,and Caſterneſſe Lights, kept by the Trinity Houſe,in the ſpace of foure yeares, 

and the ſafety of all Shipping, mens lives and goods, tor the ſpace of 25 yeares at brag” 6's the care of Sir bn Mecld:rmdoth make a reall difference ; nomandaring 
the Seamen in this Kingdome,being ( forthe greateit part) Prothers of theic 

Corporation, nor againſt any other, whum they doe protet,as may appeare manifeltly, by the Petition of 130.Engliſh and Scortiſ» Malters of Shipping, deliring he Lighe 

at Dugan ie, Cr-pr hy Matter Bu!l.cke.) to be rather extinguiihed, then not betrer kepr, and yet no man will complaine, for teare of offending the Trinity Houte,who 

have a rent of 20,pound a yearepaid them by Matter Bullocke, whereas on the other lide, Sir J-br 1ſeldrum can nut expeR any connivence from the Matters of Shipping, it 

by the leaſt negleR,they ihould tuffer any loſe, 

As concerning the offer to performethe Service at eaſier rates,it is remitted to the judicious Conſideration of this Honourable Aſſrmb!y, what inconveniencies might 
follow, if ſuch a gap were opened, Thar after the performance of a publique Service, ſutable ro the Truſt, whereby the Commonwealth hath, and daily doth tind,a great 
benefit: And after the ſpending of much tine, andcharge, any envious Adverſarie( upon a pretext,to performe that Serviceat eaſier rates) ſhouldenjoy the benefit of ano- 
thers endeavours ; {ſince it cannot be doubred ; but the Malters of Shipping will pay as much to the Trinity Houſe, orto their fellow Seamen, as they have voluntarily ſub- 
ſcribed to pay to Sir Edward Howard,tor one Light,and to Sir Fohn Me!dr:m for fize Lighthouſes at W inrerton & Orfordneſſe,& for three Lighthoutes neere the Godwin S.nds, 

; V. Obje&ion. That Shipwrackes bave beene more frequent fince the Lights bave beene erefted, then before. 

Anſwer. That there is no colour nor proofes of any Wrecke lince the Lights were ex@:d : It is true, there were two Dncch ſhips caſt away,by their owne neg!cR,atteſted 
by Sir Henry Mervin, and made good by the Atteltation of 19.D#utch Marriners, ſaved by thebenefit of the North Foreland Light, but onthe contrary,it will appeare,by the 
ſubſcriptions ofabove 160. of the next Inhabitants to the Godwin $.mds, that there have beene none at all, (theſe two excepted.) and that the Shipwreckes both of bis 
Majeſties Subjetts and Strangers,were frequent, before the Lights were erefted, 

VI. Objcfion- That S ir John Mecldrum hatb bad by a bargaine made for Winterton Lights, 10000, pound, which may be 3 competent reward for any Service be hath done, 

Anſwer. That the ſatistaQion paid to Sir WWillizm Erskin, Mater Dofor Welamoed, and to the Executors of Sir Henry Helmes,was more then 7000. pound for their ſe 
verall Intereſts, and the bargaine he had,did not excecd $305.pound, which cannot (under favour) be accounted a great reward, to any that hath ſpent 35+ yeares of his 
time in this publique Service, done to the Common wealth, without ever having had any other benefit wharſoever. 

Beſides, the chargeupon the Subjett for Winterton, and Orfordnefſe Lights,is grounded upon the voluntary Contribution of the greateſt part of all the Maſters of Ship« 
ping, trading upon the North Coaſt,who doe not onely approve of the conveniency, andneceſlity of theſe five Light houſes at Winterton, and Orfordneſſe,but ſupon a mu- 
tuall bargaine, made on both ſides) have certified undertheir hands, that ( being freed of any Sr for the Lights at Orfordneſſe,)they pay the duty allowed molt willingly, 


and ſo cannot (under favour) be accounted.either as an effeft of the Kinvs bountie towards Sir John Meldrum, or of any prejudi h ; i i 
thero bea _ _— made of thegreat loſſes ſuitayned, by the Kings Subjc&s and Strangers, Ayer yt pe deorapes {rey ob rh 
hath had a Tenn -{ 0" ang hath beene payed. 
- Objcttion. That a there was divers Maſters of Shipping, that ſlood for the Lights, ſo there were others againſt them. 
Anſwer. The Matters of Shipping that oppoſed the Lights, are all Broth of the Trinity Hou, not exceeding wah, NS ho to wreſt the Service from Sir 
obn Me!drum, who hath in former Parliaments, and in this,diſcovered their negle&,their abuſesdone to their fellow Seamen and Strangers, by Shipwreckes at Caſterneſſe, 
y exaQtions of ſeven pence per Tun,(according to the burthen of the Ship,) from all Strangers, trading in the River of Thames,and by exaCting, 4,6,and 12. pence a month, 
out ofcvery Malter, every under Officer, andevery poore Marryner their monethly wages ) will out of malice ſuggeſt any thing, howſoerer unjuſt and imprcbable; As 
may appeare as well by the late Petition exhibited ro this Honourable Afſembly,by the Matters of Shipping, by a former Petition exhibited to the King, allowing both 
of the neceſſity, and charge of the Lights, asby the certificates of Sir Robert 1anſel, Sir yo Pernton,Sir Henry Afervin, Sir Henry Manwaring,and of all the Captaines, 
Maſters, and Pylots of his Majeſties Navy, and of other Maiters of Shi ping, who pay the charge out of their purſes, who have (in preſence of the Honourable Aﬀembly of 
__ _ * Dade: OE _ teſtified = os oo Fin Prince INES but alio 7 their owns PHpEIoRs Lives and Goods,by the benelit of the Lights,as alio by the ſub« 
ripti Dover Malier Ipping,( who at the beginning) di « . ppl ; NI 
who all doc acknowledge the neceſſity of the Lights for the ee 1g 0 tg FOI WY COT es PO Re I ILY TOI, 
_ VIII. Obje&tion. That the duty 5s taken from ſitch Maſters of Shippiug, as doe not come by the Lights,but fall ſbore,and have ns uſe thereof. 
dojionr.- ere was neverany proofe made of any Matterof Ship,(that falling ſhort of the Lights)did pay the duty, if there be any ſuch, can make it appeare, he ſhall 
have ty or onereltored to him. The duty hath beene taken onely from ſuch Shippingas goe by the Goodwin Sands, in the ſight of the Lights, which ( whether they 
come within 5.miles, or 10, miles of the Goodwin Samdr,) have alike uſe ofthe Lights, they being ſeenc in Calice Roade, ncere to Dunkerke, and at Dungeonneſe, which is 


22, miles from the Foreland Light, they being ſer up at 4 certai dconſtant chars :DDi : 7; Tt 
king aſe thereof; 28 appearath by the late Perkelon p xs on aine,and conſtant charge,forthe uſe of all ſhipping, that cangot goe by them, in the Night time, without mas 


fore the Lights were ereAcd,and of rhe benefit,and ſafety,by the Service) 


In Con(ideration of the Premiſſs, and that it doth evident'y appeare, tht it is ratber the emry; and mali ini | : : DE 
= . : Y; malice of the T rinity Houſe, then the Incoxvenienceor charge of the Lights, which 55 r 
pug at, Sic John Meldgum canmoty/at be confident , that »s all aTions of 2 rninows naTre, (tending to the prejudice ofthe Common Wealth,) may elf a de fored cenſure, fo 2 
uſineſſe of 'z contrary N iure (whereby the Common Wealth batb,mnd will daily find, much benefit) ſall have conntenance,and prote@iongy the Juſtice,of this Homuralle A (emily, 
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